
Please complete the following before moving to the Environment tab

Project Name

Name of Officer

Date

Please click 'enable content' 
if asked aboveIntroduction to the Impact Assessment Tool

The purpose of the Impact Assessment Tool is to consider the wide range 
of possible impacts that a proposed project/policy could have on 
environmental criteria but also encourage review to explore opportunities 
to mitigate and reduce impacts if possible. 

Completing this assessment as early as possible will help to design-in 
environmental considerations from the outset, improving efficiency and 
demonstrating climate accountability. 

It is not expected that all projects will have a Green RAG rating, only that all 
opportunities to reduce impacts are considered.

By using tool we work collectively to ensure projects and policies are 
meeting Council commitments to meet net zero targets as well as cost 
cutting corporate objectives. 



Environmental Impacts

1. Greenhouse Gases (GHGs)

b. Will this impact last beyond the delivery phase of the policy/project? [i]

d. Please explain why you have selected the above answers/ detail expected impacts:

2. Air Quality

b. Will this impact last beyond the delivery phase of the project?

d. Please explain why you have selected the above answers/ detail expected impacts:

3. Energy Use

b. Will this impact last beyond the delivery phase of the project?

d. Does this project use fossil fuels (e.g. gas, oil, coal) or renewables (e.g. wind, solar)?

e. Please explain why you have selected the above answers/ detail expected impacts:

4. Sustainable Transport

b. Will this impact last beyond the delivery phase of the project?

d. Please explain why you have selected the above answers/ detail expected impacts:

5. Biodiversity and Healthy Ecosystems

b. Will this impact last beyond the delivery phase of the project?

c. Will this impact biodiversity beyond the intended delivery location of the project?

d. Please explain why you have selected the above answers/ detail expected impacts:

6. Climate Change Adaptation

b. Will this impact last beyond the delivery phase of the project?

d. Please explain why you have selected the above answers/ detail expected impacts:

No

Reason

How will this proposal impact levels of GHG emissions? Consider: 

• Fossil fuels used to heat homes or drive vehicles

• Methane released by livestock or waste processes

• Fertilisers or agricultural activities

• Industrial refrigeration and air-conditioning processes

Slightly reduce GHGs released

More info Why does this matter

Why does this matter?

a. Please specify the impact your project will have on GHGs:

No

c. Will this have an impact beyond the intended location of the policy/project?

More info

Slightly increase energy use

No

c. Will this impact energy use beyond the delivery location of the project?

Slightly decrease air pollutants

Yes

c. Will this impact air quality beyond the intended delivery location of the project?

Yes

Reason

c. Will this impact sustainable transport beyond the delivery location of the project?

Yes

sd

Yes

Fossil fuels

Reason

More info

How will this proposal support a transition from unsustainable transport (such as private petrol cars) to sustainable alternatives? Consider:

• Active travel (e.g. walking, scooting, and cycling), 

• Public transport (e.g. buses and trains),

• Electric vehicles. 

• Provision of vehicles and infrastructure (e.g. charging points, bike racks, cycle lanes, pedestrian crossings)

c. Will this impact adaptation beyond the delivery location of the project?

Yes

yygj

Reason

More info

Slightly decrease adaptation

Yes

a. Please specify the impact your project will have on adaptation to climate change:

How will the proposal impact our ability to withstand future climate change impacts, such as heat waves, cold, drought, flooding, and water shortages. Climate 

change adaptation includes :

• physical infrastructure (e.g. flood defences, shading), 

• natural measures (e.g. green roofs and reforestation), 

• financial support (e.g. for housing retrofit), and behaviour change (e.g. conserving water and using less energy). 

a. Please specify the impact your project will have on air pollution:

How will this proposal impact the level of pollutants in the air? Consider:

• Outdoor air pollution (e.g. exhaust fumes, particles from brake and tyre erosion, burning wood, undustrial activity)

• Indoor air quality (e.g mould, damp, gases/chemicals from building materials, cooking emissions, fuel use, stoves)

What impact will this proposal have on the total amount of energy needed? This includes the energy needed to heat homes and buildings, and power 

machinery, vehicles, appliances or equipment. Consider:

• building design (e.g. insulation, shading, natural light), 

• energy efficiency (e.g. efficient appliances, LEDs, switching to heat pumps), 

• shorter in-use hours (e.g. shorter travel time, scheduled heating), 

• behaviour changes (e.g. turning off lights, computers, taps).

a. Please specify the impact your project will have on energy use:

a. Please specify the impact your project will have on sustainable transport:

Significantly reduce biodiversity by reducing or replacing existing habitat(s)

No

No

a. Please specify the impact your project will have on biodiversity:

How will this proposal impact plants, animals and microorganisms in the district? Consider:

• A range of habitats (e.g. woodland, grassland, ponds, living walls, green roofs, gardens)

• Protecting key species (e.g. doing bat surveys before approving a project or event)

• Soil and waterway health (e.g. low levels of pollutants, construction and sewerage discharges, use of pesticides)

Significantly encourage the use of sustainable transport

No

Need Help?

Need Help?

Need Help?

Need Help?

Need Help?

Need Help?



Social Impacts

1. Food

B. Will this impact last beyond the delivery phase of the project?

D. Briefly explain why you chose these options:  

2. Health & Wellbeing

b. Will this impact last beyond the delivery phase of the project?

d. Briefly explain why you chose these options:

3. Built Community

b. Will this impact last beyond the delivery phase of the project?

d. Briefly explain why you chose these options:

4.Cultural Community

b. Will this impact last beyond the delivery phase of the project?

d. Briefly explain why you chose these options:

5. Accessibility

b. Will this impact last beyond the delivery phase of the project?

d. Briefly explain why you chose these options:

6. Equity

b. Will this impact last beyond the delivery phase of the project?

d. Briefly explain why you chose these options:

How will this proposal ensure fair and just treatment of all members of the community? Consider whether this 

project/policy will have an impact on any group based on the following protected characteristics: 

• age, race, religion, disability, pregnancy/maternity

• gender, sex, and sexual orientation.

How will this proposal provide equal chances for people to live a healthy life and impact mental and physical health? 

Consider:

• access to services 

• quality of housing

• air pollution

No

More info Why does this matter?

A. Please specify the impact your project will have on food:

Significantly promote healthy and/or affordable food

Slightly reduce social or cultural resources or support

More info

a. Please specify the impact your project will have on the built community:

Not applicable/No Impact

Yes

c. Will this impact on built community beyond the delivery location of the project?

Yes

wewe

More info

How will this proposal support access to healthy and affordable food? Consider:

• physical access (e.g. how close to allotments, supermarkets, markets, restaurants people are)

• financial access (i.e. whether food is affordable to people). 

wc

C. Will there be an impact on food beyond the delivery location of the project?

Yes

More info

a. Please specify the impact your project will have on health:

Not applicable/No Impact

No

c. Will this impact on health and wellbeing beyond the delivery location?

Yes

a. Please specify the impact your project will have on culture:

How will this project impact physical space and affect the health and wellbeing and sense of place in local communities? 

Consider:

• links to other places (e.g. cycle paths, roads, bus stops) 

• green spaces (e.g. parks, trees, gardens), 

• spaces to meet (e.g. parks, community halls, allotments)

What impact will this proposal have on the social and cultural resources of our communities? Consider: 

• direct provision of services

• supporting residents or local groups (e.g. events, opportunities to meet and develop networks)

• cultural activities (e.g. cinema, museums, galleries, libraries, leisure). 

edwde

Yes

c. Will this impact on social and cultural resources beyond the delivery location?

Yes

wed

More info

a. Please specify the impact your project will have on accessibility:

Risk of some barriers to access

No

c. Will this impact accessibility beyond the delivery location of the project?

No

How will this proposal improve access or present barriers to access? Consider: 

• physical barriers (e.g. access for disabled people, lack of safe routes or transport options)

• digital barriers (e.g. broadband connection, online skills)

• social barriers (e.g. isolation, language)

• financial barriers (e.g. costs are too high). 

No

wedwe

a. Please specify the impact your project will have on equity:

Some groups differentially impacted

Yes

c. Will this impact equity beyond the delivery location?

Need Help?

Need Help?

Need Help?

Need Help?

Need Help?

Need Help?



Significant and/or long-term positive 
impact identified. No changes needed.

Slight or short-term positive impact 
identified. Could be reviewed to improve.

Not applicable or no cause for concern.

Slight or short-term negative impact 
identified. Review to identify possible improvements.

Significant and/or long-term negative 
impact identified. Changes may be needed before proceeding.

Climate 
Adaptation

Accessable Health & 
Wellbeing

Spelthorne Borough Council 
has committed to net zero in 
its own activity by 2030:

Air Quality


